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Student Name: Matthew Fedsin 

Email Address: fedsinm@mcmaster.ca, alternatively mateofed@gmail.com 

Geography (current location): Oakville, ON 

Education History/Previous Education: History, mostly American post-civil war! But I really 

dig cultural history, particularly American roots music. 

Past Employment: I have worked many places, most recently I was a project coordinator at a 

company that rents movie production vehicles. I managed the transition to a paperless company. 

Program Goals (3):  

1. Have a deep understanding of policy and how it can be used in response to a large-scale 

issue. 

2. Understand how I can place myself to get involved in the policy surrounding the issues I 

care about.  

3. Have a career direction by the end of the program, whether that is continuing to law 

school or transitioning directly into governance. 

Scholarly Areas of Interest: 

I am very interested in the problems posed by modern social media, such as the ease of 

extremism and mis/disinformation. I have been watching groups like the Proud Boys and various 

incel movements over the past several years out of interest and concern. Particularly after the 

pandemic it is clear we have a massive problem with the internet. Yet we keep coming up with 

what are in my opinion insanely authoritarian policy solutions, the ramifications of which have not 

been thought through (Emergencies Act). So really, I am here in this program because the past 

few years have gotten me so angry at the state of things that I decided I needed to learn as much 

as I can about these issues and place myself in a place where I can help steer them. 

Hobbies/Interests:  

I am a guitarist, occasional instrument builder and a history lover. I play mostly roots music (blues, 

old time, bluegrass) as it intersects my passions and is a very personal way to connect with history. 
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